/  Yii  V. 


*>»/  r* 


<v 


\ 


\ 


/  &  &  A 


*«\ 

1 


\ 


LIBRARY 


n 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  NEWTON  ABBOT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1959 . 

This  report  -  the  first  of  the  War  period  -  is  drawn 
up  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
No* 206V  dated  19th  duly, 1940, 

TThe  Minister  considers  that  in  view  of  the  increasing 
pressure  of  work  on  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  Local 
Authorities  and  the  need  for  economy  in  paper  the  report 
should  be  considered  as  an  interim  one,  and  in  the  words 
of  the  Circular  wbe  confined  to  essential  and  urgent 
matters  which  have  affected  the  public  health  during 
the  year,  especially  any  matters  arising  from  or 
connected  with  the  war,  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease 
and  measures  connected  with  maternity  and  child  welfare 
together  with  any  exceptional  measures  taken  or 
recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health9*. 

Though  the  administration  and  carrying  out  of  the 
public  health  services  of  the  District  worked  smoothly 
and  uneventfully  during  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
year  the  outbreak  of  War  in  September  produced  an 
upheaval  in  the  routine  of  work  the  effects  of  which 
will  be  felt  for  at  least  as  long  as  the  War  lasts  and 
probably  for  some  time  after. 

Henceforward  new  duties  such  as  the  reception  and 
billeting  of  evacuees,  the  establishment  and  supervision 
of  evacuee  Hostels,  supervision  of  billets  and  camps  for 
the  troops,  food  control,  fuel  control,  salvage  of  waste, 
fire  fighting,  A.R.P.  etc,  etc,  combined  with  a  depleted 
Staff  left  but  little  time  for  the  performance  of  the 
many  (for  the  time  being)  comparatively  unimportant  but 
desirable  undertakings  which  form  the  bulk  of  Public  Health 
work  in  peace  time. 

Many  schemes  for  water  supply,  sewerage,  housing 
etc.  were  being  contemplated  prior  to  the  outbreak  but 
all  with  one  exception  had  to  be  dropped.  The  exception 
was  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Trusham  which  was  commenced 
in  August  and  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion  in 
October. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Notifiable  Disease  totalled  49  cases  and  includes 
11  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  which  were  made 
notifiable  in  November: 


Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  and  Chicken-pox  in  the  Autumn.  There  was  little 
Measles  and  no  Mumps.  The  advent  of  400  official 
evacuees  from  London  at  the  beginning  of  September 
appeared  to  have  no  effect  on  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  which  was  rather  less  than  usual. 
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MATERNITY  AND  OH ILD  WELFARE  _ 

The  Centres  at  Moretonhampstead ,  Ipplepen,  Kings - 
kerswell  and  Bovey  Tracey  carried  on  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 

At  the  last  named  the  Sessions  are  held  fortnightly 
and  the  average  attendance  per  session  was  15  mothers 
6  infants  and  18  toddlers.  The  few  voluntary  evacuee 
mothers  and  children  who  paid  us  a  visit  were  made  welcome. 

The  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council 
and  there  are  13  practising  Midwives  in  the  District 

but  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes. 


The  only  measure  of  an  exceptional  nature  recommended 
by  us  during  the  year  was  in  connecti on  w ith  the  well 
Water  Supply  of  Bickington  where  it  was  found  that  the 
sewage  from  the  School  at  the  top  of  the  hill  was  piped 
to  a  fissure  in  the  limestone  and  there  disappeared;  the 
recommendation  being  that  if  no  other  method  of  disposing 
of  the  sewage  could  be  found  the  Water  Closets  should  be 
replaced  by  earth  closets.  Eight  months  later  this  was 
done . 

W.  H.  SCOTT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Kingst eignton  Road, 
NEWTON  ABBOT  * 


August.  1940. 
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